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The Blessed Virgin Mary,

Mother Of Good Counsel

Through the work of the brothers and sisters of the Augustinian family, devotion to the Mother of Good Counsel has spread far and wide from the town Genazzano, which has a famous sanctuary dedicated to her.

Our Lady is honoured under this title, for she is the Mother of Christ, whom Isaiah with prophetic vision called "wonderful Counsellor" (Isaiah 9:5: see First Reading; Prayer after Communion); she lived her whole life under the guidance of the Spirit of wisdom, who overshadowed her (Prayer over the Gifts); she gave herself wholeheartedly to God's wise and loving plan for renewing all things in Christ (Preface; see Ephesians 1:10); God generously poured out on her the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Preface), among which stands out the spirit of wisdom (Entrance Antiphon, see Wis 7:7b). 

In the Mass text Our Lady, enlightened by the gift of counsel, is honoured as Mother and Teacher as she cries out in gratitude in the words of Wisdom itself: "To me belong counsel and prudence, understanding and strength are mine" (Gospel Acclamation), gifts which Wisdom willingly shares with its children and disciples (see Entrance Antiphon), warning them that they must before all else do what Christ has told them to do (see Gospel: John 2:1-11; Communion Antiphon, John 2:5). 

In celebrating this Mass we earnestly ask God for the gift of counsel, to teach us how to know his will and to guide us in all we do (Opening Prayer; see Prayer after Communion). 

Mary, under the title of Our Lady of Good Counsel is the patroness of the Diocese of Sandhurst.

The icon of Our Lady of Good Counsel is also called Eleousa, The Mother of Tenderness. The Christ Child nestles close to his mother, resting on Mary's left arm, her head bends toward him, their cheeks touch tenderly. The left hand of the child gently grasps the rim of her dress, indicating the intimacy of nursing. The image is traced to the year 1467 to Genazzano, Italy, a small town south-east of Rome. It is presently located in a side chapel, built between 1621 and 1629, in a much older church of Our Lady of Good Counsel. The church has been entrusted the Augustinians since 1356. The work itself probably originates as a 14th century Umbrian work. The image received its coronation on November 17, 1682 from Pope Innocent XI.

Morning Prayer

V/. O God, come to our aid.

R/. O Lord, make haste to help us.

V/. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

R/. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Alleluia.

HYMN

Star of sea and ocean gateway to our heart

Mother of our Maker. Hear our pray'r, O Maiden.

Welcoming the Ave of God's simple greeting

You have borne a saviour far beyond all dreaming

Loose the bonds that hold bound in sin's own blindness

That with eyes now open'd God's own light may guide us.

Show yourself our mother he will hear your pleading

whom your womb has sheltered and whose hand brings healing

Gentlest of all virgins, that our love be faithful

Keep us from all evil gentle and strong and grateful

Guard us through life's dangers never turn and leave us,

May our hope find harbours in the calm of Jesus.

Sing to God our Father through the Son who saves us

Joyful in the Spirit everlasting praises.

PSALMODY

A soul thirsting for God 





Ps 62 (63):2-9

Ant. 1: Blessed are you Mary; the salvation of the world came from you; now you rejoice in glory in the presence of the Lord, intercede for us with you Son. Alleluia.

O God, you are my God, for you I long;

for you my soul is thirsting.

My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water.

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary

to see your strength and your glory.

For your love is better than life,

my lips will speak your praise.

So I will bless you all my life,

in your name I will lift up my hands.

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,

my mouth shall praise you with joy.

On my bed I remember you.

On you I muse through the night

for you have been my help 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.

My soul clings to you; 

your right hand holds me fast.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen 

Ant. 1: Blessed are you Mary; the salvation of the world came from you; now you rejoice in glory in the presence of the Lord, intercede for us with you Son. Alleluia.

Ant. 2: You are the glory of Jerusalem! You are the joy of Israel! You are the highest honour of our race! Alleluia.

Let every creature praise the Lord.



Dan 3:57-88,56
O all you works of the Lord, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, angels of the Lord, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, the heavens of the Lord, O bless the Lord.

And you, clouds of the sky, O bless the Lord.

And you, all armies of the Lord, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, sun and moon, O bless the Lord.

And you, the stars of the heav'ns, O bless the Lord.

And you, showers and rain, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, all you breezes and winds, O bless the Lord.

And your fire and heat, O bless the Lord.

And you, cold and heat, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, showers and dew, O bless the Lord.

And you, frosts and cold, O bless the Lord.

And you, frost and snow, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, night-time and day, O bless the Lord.

And you, darkness and light, O bless the Lord.

And you, lightning and clouds, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

O let the earth bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, mountains and hills, O bless the Lord.

And you, all plants of the earth, O bless the Lord.

And you, fountains and springs, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, rivers and seas, O bless the Lord.

And you, creatures of the sea, O bless the Lord.

And you, every bird in the sky, O bless the Lord.

And you, wild beasts and tame, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, children of men, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

O Israel, bless the Lord. O bless the Lord.

And you, priests of the Lord, O bless the Lord.

And you, servants of the Lord, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

And you, spirits and souls of the just, O bless the Lord.

And you, holy and humble of heart, O bless the Lord.

Ananias, Azarias, Mizael, O bless the Lord.

To him be highest glory and praise for ever.

Let us praise the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit: 

To you be highest glory and praise for ever.

May you be blessed, O Lord, in the heavens.

To you be highest glory and praise for ever.

Ant. 2: You are the glory of Jerusalem! You are the joy of Israel! You are the highest honour of our race! Alleluia.

Ant. 3: Rejoice always, Virgin Mary; you were found worthy to bear Christ the Saviour. Alleluia.

The song of joy of the saints.





Ps 149

Sing a new song to the Lord,

his praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel rejoice in its Maker,

let Sion's sons exult in their king.

Let them praise his name with dancing 

and make music with trimbrel and harp.

For the Lord takes delight in his people.

He crowns the poor with salvation.

Let the faithful rejoice in their glory,

shout for joy and take their rest.

Let the praise of God be on their lips 

and a two-edged sword in their hand,

to deal out vengeance to the nations 

and punishment on all the peoples;

to bind their kings in chains 

and their nobles in fetters of iron;

to carry out the sentence pre-ordained: 

this honour is for all his faithful.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen

Ant. 3: Rejoice always, Virgin Mary; you were found worthy to bear Christ the Saviour. Alleluia.

READING







Sirach 4:11 -18
Wisdom instructs her children and admonishes those who seek her. He who loves her loves life; those who seek her out win her favour. He who holds her fast inherits glory; wherever he dwells, the Lord bestows blessings. Those who serve her serve the Holy One; those who love her the Lord loves. He who obeys her judges nations; he who hearkens to her dwells in her inmost chambers. 

If one trusts her, he will possess her; his descendants too will inherit her. She walks with him as a stranger, and at first she puts him to the test; Fear and dread she brings upon him and tries him with her discipline; With her precepts she puts him to the proof, until his heart is fully with her. Then she comes back to bring him happiness and reveal her secrets to him. 

RESPONSORY







Prov 19:20
V/. Listen to advice, receive instruction, alleluia, alleluia.

R/. Listen to advice, receive instruction, alleluia, alleluia.

V/. And some day you will be wise, Alleluia, alleluia. R/.

Glory to the Father . . . R/. Listen to advice . . .

CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH

Ant. You are truly blessed and worthy of all praise, O holy Virgin Mary, for you gave birth to Christ, the Son of Justice, our God and the messenger of good counsel, alleluia.

Blessed the Lord, the God of Israel!

He has visited his people and redeemed them.

He has raised up for a mighty saviour

in the house of David his servant,

as he promised by the lips of holy men,

those who were his prophets from of old.

A saviour who would free us from our foes,

From the hands of all who hate us.

So his love for our fathers is fulfilled

And his holy covenant remembered.

He swore to Abraham our father to grant us,

that free from fear, and saved from the hands of our foes,

we might serve him in holiness and justice

all the days of our lives in his presence.

As for you little child,

you shall be called the prophet of God the Most High.

You shall go ahead of the Lord

to prepare his ways before him.

To make known to his people their salvation

through the forgiveness of all their sins,

the loving kindness of the heart of our God

who visits us like the dawn from on high

He will give light to those in darkness,

those who dwell in the shadow of death,

and guide us into the way of peace.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now,

and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Ant. You are truly blessed and worthy of all praise, O holy Virgin Mary, for you gave birth to Christ, the Son of Justice, our God and the messenger of good counsel, alleluia.

INTERCESSIONS

Jesus gave us his Mother to be our Mother also: let us pray to him, saying: R/. Lord Jesus, may your Mother be our guide. 

Jesus, our Saviour, on the cross you gave Mary to John as his Mother;  may we always be worthy sons and daughters of our Mother. R/.

Jesus, our Redeemer, your Mother was ever sinless; keep us always free from sin. R/.

Eternal Word, you sent your Church to preach the Gospel to all creation; through the prayers of your Mother enable all missionaries to fulfil your command. R/.

Lord Jesus, your Mother was always obedient to the Father's will; may we imitate her, and at all times obey your law of love. R/.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.

CONCLUDING PRAYER:

Lord, 

in this passing world our hearts are fearful 

and our judgments uncertain. 

Through Mary, the dwelling-place of your Wisdom, 

guide us in all we do and set our footsteps on your way of peace. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
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Evening Prayer

V/. O God, come to our aid.

R/. O Lord, make haste to help us.

V/. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

R/. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Alleluia.

HYMN:
Hail Queen of Heaven

Hail, queen of heaven, the ocean star,

guide of the wanderer here below;

thrown on life's surge, we claim thy care:

save us from peril and from woe.

Mother of Christ, star of the sea,

pray for the wanderer, pray for me.

O gentle, chaste and spotless maid,

we sinners make our prayers through thee;

remind thy Son that he has paid

the price of our iniquity.

Virgin most pure, star of the sea,

pray for the sinner, pray for me.

And while to him who reigns above,

in Godhead one, in persons three,

the source of life, of grace, of love,

homage we pay on bended knee,

do thou, bright Queen, star of the sea,

pray for thy children, pray for me.

PSALMODY

Ant: Hail Mary, full of grace: the Lord is with you.

Ps 121 (122)

I rejoiced when I heard them say:

'Let us go to God's house.'

And now our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built as a city

strongly compact.

It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel's law it is,

there to praise the Lord's name.

There were set the thrones of judgment

of the house of David.

For the peace of Jerusalem pray:

'Peace be to your homes!

May peace reign in your walls,

in your palaces, peace!'

For love of my brethren and friends

I say: 'Peace upon you !'

For love of the house of the Lord

I will ask for your good.

Ant. Hail Mary, full of grace: the Lord is with you.

Ant. 2: I am the servant of the Lord; let it be as you have said.

Ps 126(127)

If the Lord does not build the house,

in vain do its builders labour;

if the Lord does not watch over the city,

in vain does the watchman keep vigil.

In vain is your earlier rising,

your going later to rest,

you who toil for the bread you eat:

when he pours gifts on his beloved while they slumber.

Truly sons are a gift from the Lord,

a blessing, the fruit of the womb.

Indeed the sons of youth

are like arrows in the hand of a warrior.

O, the happiness of the man

who has filled his quiver with these arrows!

He will have no cause for shame

when he disputes with his foes in the gateways.

Ant. 2: I am the servant of the Lord; let it be as you have said.

Ant. 3: You are the most blessed of all women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

Eph 1:3-10

Blessed be the God and Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in Christ

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.

He chose us in him

before the foundation of the world,

that we should be holy

and blameless before him.

He destined us in love

to be his sons through Jesus Christ,

according to the purpose of his will,

to the praise of his glorious grace

which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

In him we have redemption through his blood,

the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace

which he lavished upon us.

He has made known to us 

in all wisdom and insight

the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose

which he set forth in Christ.

His purpose he set forth in Christ,

as a plan for the fullness of time,

to unite all things in him,

things in heaven and things on earth

Ant. 3: You are the most blessed of all women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

READING







Rom 11: 33-36

How deep are the riches and the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How inscrutable his judgments, how unsearchable his ways! For "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor? Who has given him anything so as to deserve return?" For from him and through him and for him all things are. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

RESPONSORY





   Wis 7:13; Prv 23:15

V/. With pure intention I learned wisdom, and ungrudgingly I share it, alleluia, alleluia. R/. With pure intention I learned wisdom, and ungrudg-ingly I now share it, alleluia, alleluia. V/. If your heart is wise, my own heart shall rejoice. Alleluia, alleluia. R/. Glory be to the Father . . . R/.
CANTICLE OF MARY

Ant. Mary heard the word of God and cherished it in her heart, alleluia. 

My soul glorifies the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.

He looks on his servant in her lowliness;

henceforth all ages will call me blessed.

The Almighty works marvels for me.

Holy his name!

His mercy is from age to age,

on those who fear him.

He puts forth his arm in strength

and scatters the proud-hearted

He casts the mighty from their thrones

and raises the lowly.

He fills the starving with good things,

sends the rich away empty.

He protects Israel, his servant,

remembering his mercy,

the mercy promised to our fathers,

to Abraham and his sons for ever.

Ant. Mary heard the word of God and cherished it in her heart, alleluia.

INTERCESSIONS

Let us praise God our almighty Father, who wished that Mary be honoured by each generation. Now in need we ask: R/. Mother of Good Counsel, intercede for us.

Lord, make our Diocese one in mind and heart, intent upon God, and help us, united in love, to be one in prayer with Mary, the mother of Jesus. R/.

You wished Mary to be the mother of the family in the house of Jesus and Joseph, help all mothers to give example of prudence and charity to their children. R/.

O God, you made Mary the Mother of Good Counsel, help us to fulfil what Mary tells us. R/.

King of kings, you lifted up your mother, body and soul, into heaven; make our deceased worthy to share this glory. R/.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

Lord,

in this passing world our hearts are fearful 

and our judgments uncertain. 

Through Mary, the dwelling-place of your Wisdom, 

guide us in all we do and set our footsteps on your way of peace. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Mass Proper & Readings
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

I called upon God, and there came to me the spirit of wisdom; I learned wisdom in simplicity of heart. I hand it on ungrudgingly, I do not hide away its riches.






 (Wis 7:7b, 13)

OPENING PRAYER

Lord,

you know that our thoughts on earth

are full of fear and uncertainty;

through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

from whom your Son took flesh and blood,

send us the Spirit of counsel

to teach us how to know your will

and to guide us in all we do.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Is 9:1-3,5-6

A wonder-Counsellor is given to us

The people that walked in darkness

has seen a great light;

on those who live in a land of deep shadow

a light has shone.

You have made their gladness greater,

you have made their joy increase;

they rejoice in your presence

as men rejoice at harvest time,

as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils.

For the yoke that was weighing on him,

the barb across his shoulders,

the rod of his oppressor,

these you break as on the day of Midian.

For there is a child born for us.

a son given to us

and dominion is laid on his shoulders;

and this is the name they give him:

Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,

Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.

Wide is his dominion

in a peace that has no end

for the throne of David

and for his royal power,

which he establishes and makes secure

in justice and integrity.

from this time onwards and for ever,

he jealous love of the Lord Sabaoth will do this.

This is the Word of the Lord.

ALTERNATIVE FIRST READING

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Acts 1:12-14, 2:1-4

The Disciples all joined in continuous prayer with Mary, the Mother of Jesus.

After Jesus had ascended to heaven, the apostles went back from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, a short distance away, no more than a sabbath walk; and when they reached the city they went to the upper room where they were staying; there were Peter and John, James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Jude son of James. All these joined in continuous prayer, together with several women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of speech. 

This is the word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM


Sir 14:20, 21-22, 23-25, 26-27
V/. Blessed is the one who meditates on wisdom.

R/. Blessed is the one who meditates on wisdom.

Happy the one who meditates on wisdom, 

and reflects on knowledge; 

R/. Blessed is the one who meditates on wisdom. 

Who ponders her ways in his heart, 

and understands her paths; 

Who pursues her like a scout, 

and lies in wait at her entry way; 

R/. Blessed is the one who meditates on wisdom. 

Who peeps through her windows, 

and listens at her doors; 

Who encamps near her house, 

and fastens his tent pegs next to her walls; 

Who pitches his tent beside her, 

and lives as her welcome neighbour; 

R/. Blessed is the one who meditates on wisdom. 

Who builds his nest in her leafage,

and lodges in her branches;

Who takes shelter with her from the heat,

and dwells in her home.

R/. Blessed is the one who meditates on wisdom.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION




Prov 8:14

Alleluia. 

To me belong counsel and prudence; 

understanding and strength are mine. 

Alleluia. Alleluia

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy gospel according to John

Jn 2:1-11

The Mother of Jesus said to the servants: do whatever he tells you.

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee. The mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited. When they ran out of wine, since the wine provided for the wedding was all finished, the mother of Jesus said to him, 'They have no wine'. Jesus said, 'Woman, why turn to me? My hour has not come yet.' His mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you'. There were six stone water jars standing there, meant for the ablutions that are customary among the Jews: each could hold twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, 'Fill the jars with water', and they filled them to the brim. 'Draw some out now' he told them 'and take it to the steward.' They did this; the steward tasted the water, and it had turned into wine. Having no idea where it came from—only the servants who had drawn the water knew—the steward called the bridegroom and said, 'People generally serve the best wine first, and keep the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to drink; but you have kept the best wine till now'. This was the first of the signs given by Jesus: it was given at Cana in Galilee. He let his glory be seen, and his disciples believed in him. This is the Gospel of the Lord.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Lord,

we have prepared these gifts as a sign of our worship.

May the Spirit of counsel, 

who so wonderfully overshadowed your handmaid, the Blessed Virgin, come upon them to make them pleasing to you.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

PREFACE

Our Lady gave herself wholeheartedly to God's loving plan

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,

we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

How generously you poured out

the gifts of your Holy Spirit

on the Blessed Virgin Mary

to make her worthy

to be the Mother of the Redeemer,

sharing in his work of redemption.

Enlightened by these gifts,

she sought your will unceasingly

and obeyed it with fidelity.

In her canticle of joy

she proclaimed the greatness of your mercy

and gave herself wholeheartedly

to your wise and loving plan

of renewing all things in Christ.

Through him the angels of heaven offer their prayer of adoration

as they rejoice in your presence for ever.

May our voices be one with theirs

in their triumphant hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, … 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The mother of Jesus said to the servants: 

Do whatever he tells you. (See John 2:5)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord,

we have shared in your mysteries

on this memorial of Our Lady, Mother of Good Counsel.

Grant that we may learn what is pleasing to you,

and receive salvation from your Son,

whom you gave to us as our wonderful Counsellor

through the cooperation of his Blessed Mother.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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